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Germans on the compulsion of defeat. The " restoration of Provinces
formerly torn from the Allies by force," the mention of " compensa-
tion " and " reparation " to Belgium, Serbia and Rumania, and of
the " liberation of Italians, as also of the Slavs, Rumanians and Czecho-
slovaks from foreign domination " would alone have decided that.
These, like the German, were conquerors' terms, intended for display
at a particular moment. The British Prime Minister was at this time
making no concealment of his desire for the " knock-out blow."
Certain endeavours in the following months had a more serious
intention. The aged Austrian Emperor, Francis Joseph, died in March,
1916, and was succeeded by his grandson, Karl, who came to the throne
promising peace.   Karl was ready to sacrifice Germany, if by so doing
he could save the Habsburg Empire, and was soon engaged in an
intrigue in which he employed his brother-in-law, Prince Sixtus of
Bourbon,- then serving in the Belgian army, to communicate with
the French behind the backs of his Ally.   In a letter to Sixtus which
was conveyed to Poincare and afterwards communicated to Lloyd
George, he promised to " support by all means and by the use of my
personal influence with our Allies, the just French claims to Alsace-
Lorraine."   In various other ways he committed himself to con-
cessions, but always at the expense of Germany.   The Italians broke
in at this stage with reminders of the Treaty of London on the strength
of which they had entered the war, and which promised them the
Trentino, Tyrol and Istria.   Here Karl was obdurate.   The con-
cessions he had in mind were to be made by Germany and not by
Austria.   By this time he had fallen under suspicion with the Germans
and was put to great confusion in April, 1918, when Clemenceau
published his letters and reduced him to the desperate expedient of
denying their authenticity.
The Germans wavered according as their hopes ran high or flickered
out.   The famous Erzberger resolution in the Reichstag on July 19,
1917,   calling for"" a peace of understanding and reconciliation "
reflected their mood when the unrestricted submarine was failing and
before Russia had collapsed.   The candid and straightforward memor-
andum of the Austrian Foreign Secretary, Count Czernin, declaring
the hopes founded on the submarines to be groundless, proposing
the renunciation of all annexations, east or west, and the starting of
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